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The Dixie Chicks' new CD, "Taking the Long Way," is a winner.

Dixie Chicks have put out stellar new CD
Tom Long / The Detroit News

Singer Natalie Maines sets the tone for a 
superb album of country pop with the first lines 
on "Taking the Long Way," laying down the 
band's conscious move beyond tradition.

"My friends from high school married their 
high school boyfriends. Moved into houses in the 
same ZIP codes where their parents live. But I ," 
she sings, establishing what the Dixie Chicks are 
all about, and then proving it with a veritable 
hook parade displaying diversity, maturity, 
passion, feistiness and surefire musical sense.

Forget the controversy that's marked the band's 
recent past. You can certainly hunt out lines in 
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these tunes that refer to the band's anti-Bush 
stance, but they are always secondary to the far 
wider subject matter at hand, which ranges from 
the lovely "Lullaby" to the incensed "Not Ready 
to Make Nice" to the soulful "I Hope."

What other top-line "girl" group has ever 
served up an album of tunes so womanly, strong, 
sexy, fiery and addictive? Answer: none. These 
Chicks are golden.

You can reach Tom Long at (313) 222-8879 or 
tlong@detnews.com. Check out his blog at 
detnews .com.
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