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Mark Seliger
The Dixie Chicks' new CD, "Taking the Long Way," is a winner.
Dixie Chicks have put out stellar new CD
Tom Long / The Detroit News
Advertisement

SingerNatalieMainessetsthetonefor a
superbalbumof countrypopwith thefirst lines
on "Taking the Long Way," laying downthe
band'sconsciousnovebeyondtradition.

"My friendsfrom high schoolmarriedtheir
high schoolboyfriends.Movedinto housesn the
sameZIP codeswheretheir parentdive. But | ,"
shesings,establishingvhatthe Dixie Chicksare
all about,andthenprovingit with a veritable
hook paradedisplayingdiversity, maturity,
passionfeistinessandsurefiremusicalsense.

Forgetthe controversythat'smarkedtheband's
recentpast.You cancertainlyhuntoutlinesin
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thesetunesthatreferto the band'santi-Bush

stance, but they are always secondary to the far| ‘
wider subjectmatterathand,which rangesrom :
thelovely "Lullaby" to theincensed'Not Ready :\ brea_k
to Make Nice" to the soulful "I Hope." i

Whatothertop-line"girl" grouphasever
servedup analbumof tunessowomanly, strong,
sexy, fiery and addictive? Answer: none. Thes
Chicksaregolden.

YoucanreachTomLongat (313) 222- 88790r

tlong@detnews.conCheckout his blog at
detnewscom.
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The Dixie Chicks

"Taking the Long Way"
(Columbia)
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